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Rev. Deborah Lee is the Program 
Director of PANA, the Institute for 
Leadership Development and Study of 
Pacific Asian North American Religion, 

since its inception in 2000 as a center at the Pacific 
School of Religion. Rev. Lee serves at PANA through a 
4-way covenant through her ordination with the NCNC 
UCC.  PANA nurtures emerging leaders in Asian American 
and Pacific Islander faith communities and promotes 
justice oriented discourse and critical voices on 
contemporary social issues. At PANA Deborah Lee has 
helped to shape theological and interfaith programs 
involving youth and young adults, congregational and 
community leaders, and the academic community.  Rev. 
Lee is also involved with the International Women’s 
Network Against Militarism which seeks to hold the U.S. 
government accountable for the violence, sexual 
exploitation, economic  and environmental effects of U.S. 
militarism in the many countries which host U.S. bases.  
Prior to coming to PANA, Rev. Lee served as the Director 
of the Pacific and Asian American Center for Theology 
and Strategies (PACTS), part of the Graduate Theological 
Union in Berkeley, Training Director of the Center for 
Ethics and Economic Policy in Berkeley, and as 
a Community Development worker in northeastern Brazil. 
She earned her Master of Divinity at the Pacific School of 
Religion with an emphasis on theology and race, gender 
and global justice.  She is also a mother. Her home 
church is New Fellowship, United Church of Christ in 
Berkeley.  




