Barbara Broadbent became a
UCC commissioned minister in a
worship service June 5 at her lo-
cal church, Foothills UCC, Los Al-
tos, when the Santa Clara Associa-
tion affirmed her ministerial cov-
enant between her local church
and the Conference, where she
serves as Associate Conference
Minster for Outdoor and Educa-
tion Ministries, and Search and
Call Coordinator.

Commissioned ministry is a
form of authorized ministry in the
UCC for lay persons. They are
commissioned to a specific
church-related ministry rather than
ordained to the ministry of word
and sacrament. Although specific
training and skills are required, a
seminary degree is not. Like or-
dained ministers, commissioned
ministers have ministerial stand-
ing in the UCC.

Broadbent joins other North-
ern California Nevada Conference
commissioned ministers: David
Bergman-Hill, Associate Confer-
ence Minister for Stewardship,
Finance and Administration; Phil
Porter, Commissioned Minister for
Liturgical Arts, First Congrega-
tional, Berkeley; and Betsy Wood-
ward, Commissioned Minister for
Education, Congregational, San
Mateo.

Broadbent’s account of her
journey to commissioned ministry
includes these reflections:

“I firmly believe I am called
to ministry, as I believe all lay
people are called by God to walk
a particular path.

“My sense of call as a layper-
son has developed slowly. As a
layperson, I align myself with all
the laity. I witness to the responsi-
bility each of us has, not only the
ordained, to see what we do with
our lives as our part in the fulfill-
ment of God’s plan.

“I am called to a ministry of
relationships. My primary con-
cerns are the relationship between
each person and God and the rela-
tionships that form among people
when we seek companions on the
faith journey and offer ourselves
as channels of God’s love and care.

“Another term I sometimes
use for ‘Christian education’ is
‘faith development’ because it
more accurately describes what we
must be about in the church in ad-
dition to worship: encounters with
one another that shower us with
God’s love, that encourage us to
go a step further in exploring the
nature of God and our grateful re-
sponse. Small groups in the church
are therefore essential for adults,
youth, children and mixes of all the
generations, because in intimate
sharing of our faith and our
wonderings we discover our com-
monalities and give each other

courage to grow and change.

“James Fowler’s theories of
faith development have been es-
sential to me. Fowler writes, ‘Just
asking the question throws a per-
son into transition.” This sentence
forms the heart of my perspective
and my passion for religious edu-
cation. We are stressed out con-
stantly by the questions the world
asks and the answers demanded of
us on a daily basis. But the faith
questions with which we nurture
one another cause us to go deeply
inside, experience the darkness,
and discern the prayer of the Holy
Spirit dwelling there, expressing
that prayer in sighs too deep for
words.

“Religious education in faith
traditions such as the United
Church of Christ is not so much
learning facts about doctrine, the-
ology or faithful works as it is be-
ing willing to ask questions of one
another, to listen to one another’s
struggle and enlightenment, to be
willing to live with the questions
and go deep inside ourselves to
discern what the Holy Spirit is tell-
ing us and what God is calling us
to be and do.

“These thoughts about my
theological perspective are not
complete, and not entirely defen-
sible. I intend to spend the rest of
my life re-examining, unfolding,
sorting, shifting and transitioning.
There is yet more light and truth
to break forth from God’s holy
word.

“Rather than trying to figure
it all out, I seek the wisdom of liv-
ing with the questions. I continue
to learn the value of humility, of
looking for questions and clues in
the life experiences, woundedness,
and serenity of those around me. I
struggle to not allow a judgmen-
tal attitude to turn that which is
insightful for me into ‘shoulds’ for
others. I am tentative about most
things.

“The work of the laity has
been lifted up by the United
Church of Christ in many ways.
Our great reliance on the
volunteerism of the laity at all lev-
els of church life is one way of
honoring this work. Affirmation of
the call of certain lay people to
commissioned ministry is another.
Commissioned ministry is an ac-
knowledgment that it takes many
and varied gifts to be the Body of
Christ and perform the ministries
of the church. It also acknowl-
edges the variety of covenant re-
lationships God seeks to have with
God’s people and the church.

“I am convinced that my min-
istry includes ministering to other
lay people who seek to discern
God’s call for them, individually
and collectively as the local
church. That is why Search and
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Newly commissioned Barbara Broadbent and NCNC Board of Directors Vice
President Roy Mosley listen as UCC General Minister and President John
Thomas brings greetings from the wider church. Thomas had beenin Northern
Callifornia for a ecumenical retreat with a broad range of Christian leaders,
and then spent the weekend visiting Eden UCC, Hayward; First UCC, Palo
Alto, First UCC, San Jose and Foothills UCC, Los Altos, meeting with clergy
and lay people.

Call feels so right as part of my
ministry at this time. I am a facili-
tator in the process by which pas-
tors and search committees find
one another and seek to discern the
match that God intends for the fu-
ture ministry of a congregation.

“T'am inspired by Paul’s words
describing the Body of Christ:
Now you are the body of Christ
and individually members of it. (1
Cor. 12:27) T am likewise inspired
by stories of congregations who
had faith to believe that God was
calling them and that God was pro-
viding them with all the resources
they needed to respond to that call.
The Body of Christ is complete
and whole in each local church.
We have but to believe, to focus
on that wholeness, rather than on
what we perceive is lacking, to
respond faithfully to the purpose
for which God intends us.

“As I work with churches in
search of new leadership, I keep
this vision of the Body of Christ
always in my mind. This helps me
to be a non-anxious presence with
both search committees and can-
didates.

“In my work with the Confer-
ence Outdoor Ministries program,
I likewise accept my role as spiri-
tual leader as well as worker. Each
year our Outdoor Ministries Com-
mittee reflects on the work and
outcome of our previous year’s
program. By this reflection, the
energy and expressed interests of
our members, and prayers of dis-
cernment (which could lead us in

a new direction entirely!) we de-
termine our priorities for the com-
ing year and beyond. We meet for
an extended period of time each
fall to do this essential work of di-
rection setting.

“I also serve as a Partner in
Education for our local churches.
I answer questions, meet with lo-
cal church educators and commit-
tees, and refer people to others
with expertise in areas where ad-
vice is needed. Our local churches
struggle with decreasing numbers
of families with children and de-
clining budgets, while desiring to
meet the challenge of providing
opportunities for faith develop-
ment for all ages in our diverse
communities. I believe God calls
me to be an instrument of empow-
erment to these congregations.

“I have come to see my life as
a journey down a path. Over the
years I have learned to rely on God
more intentionally to show me the
path on which She would have me
travel. I pray on a daily basis for
the ability to continue to discern
wisely where God is leading me.

“Along the road I have, at key
times in my life, come to areas
where the way has been difficult
to discern or the path so faint I’ve
lost my way. At other times I’ve
come to distinct crossroads where
I needed to stop, spend focused
time in prayer and reflection, and
consult with others whom I trusted
to help me discern the way God
was calling me. I witness to the
realization that even when I wan-

dered off the path and was lost,
God was always with me, beck-
oning me back to where the way
is easy and purposeful.

“I have taken a long, difficult,
and at times dangerous journey
from my conversion experience at
age 20 when I first was introduced
to Christian Education, to my de-
cision to embrace Christian Edu-
cation as my life’s work at age 46.
Every step of that journey was
necessary. Every step contributed
to the call I seek to acknowledge
more completely now at age 58 by
becoming a commissioned minis-
ter.

“I give thanks that my church,
the United Church of Christ, pro-
vides a place at the table for me,
as a commissioned minister, to
answer God’s call to service.”

For more information about
commissioned ministry, or to read
the full text of her ministry paper,
contact Broadbent at <bbroadbent
(@ncncucc.org>. Consult also the
Manual on Ministry at the UCC
website, <ucc.org>.

LENDAR
PRAYER

Please hold in your prayers the
churches of the Sequoia
Association:

United Japanese Christian
UCC UMC, Clovis

College Community Congrega-
tional UCC, Fresno

First Congregational UCC,
Fresno

Zion UCC, Fresno

Grace Community UCC, North
Fork

First Congregational UCC,
Porterville

First Congregational UCC,
Tulare

God

is

Still
Speaking




