
PACIFIC CURRENTS

OUR
CONFERENCE
MINISTER

UNITED CHURCH NEWS — THE PACIFIC/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2006 B3

By Rev. Dr. Mary Susan Gast

Covenant, we learned at An-
nual Meeting, is a road we walk 
together, bound to one another 

-

all God’s ways—known, or to be 

Covenant, we noted, is a re-

will neither abandon you nor de-

-

about here, when we start with the 

by  the  ve ry 
One who’s been 
striding around 
the  heavens 
all these ages 

-

is this Good News?  Or, as Alan 

is this news? 

Covenant is a Love Story Without End

and theologians, healed the un-

-

-

knows us when we don’t have 

our households tear apart at their 
and in love with this hodgepodge 

By Rev. Jerry De Jong

“There is a name I love to 
hear, I love to sing its worth; it 
sounds like music to my ear, the 
sweetest name on earth.  O how I 
love Jesus, O how I love Jesus, O 
how I love Jesus, whose love has 

-

-

-
tian Century there was a story 

-

-
tions on gay rights 

Anointed One who 
-

tors and sinners, the 
Messiah who healed lepers and 

and the Christ who gave us the two 
-

siah who lived and died and rose 

-

with Christ’s love and light and as 

-

Embracing the dangerous love of Jesus
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Christ we are asked to live in an 
upside down world, a world where 

where the lion will lay down with 

into plowshares and nations will 
no longer go to war, a world 

-

Annual Meeting let’s get together 

Christ with one another and with 

they’ll know we are Christians by 

The Rev. Jerry De Jong is the 

July 30-Aug. 5
Cazadero Senior High Camp, Tama-

rack Junior High Camp, Barbara 
Broadbent, 510-247-8996.

Aug. 7
Sequoia Executive Council, College 

Community, Fresno, 7:15 p.m. 
Stephanie Bingham Doss, 559-
687-2012<shortbingham@ 
sbcglobal.net>.

Aug. 10
Mountain Valley Association Cler-

gy (UCC and DOC) Chapel, 
Universi ty of the Pacif ic, 
Stockton, Noon. Joy Preisser,                     
209-932-0648.

Aug. 18
Committee on the Ministry, Section 

A: Hillcrest Congregational  
UCC, Pleasant Hill, 8:30 a.m. 
Jackie Kortright, Chair; Susan 
Hamilton, Scheduling  <revsu-
san2@juno.com>

Aug. 18-20
NCNC-UCC Youth Leaders Network 

Retreat & Training, Keynote 
Speaker Rev. DaVita Carter 
McCallister. Camp Cazadero.  
Wade Zick, 408-377-7121. 

Aug. 22
South Bay Association Clergy, 

United Church of Christ, Hay-
ward, Noon – 2 p.m., Kathryn 
Schreiber, 510-889-7048, <hay-
warducc@earthlink.net>.

Sept. 2-4
Cazadero Community Camp, Barba-

ra Broadbent, 510-247-8996.
Sept. 4

Sept. 13
Mountain Valley Association Execu-

tive Council, College Avenue 
UCC, Modesto, 6 p.m. Dave 
Hoberg, 209-576-2703, dash-
tobr@ainet.com.

Sept. 14
Mountain Valley Association Cler-

gy (UCC and DOC) Chapel, 
Universi ty of the Pacif ic, 
Stockton, Noon. Joy Preisser,                         
209-932-0648.

Sept. 15
Committee on the Ministry, Sections 

A and B: Hillcrest Congre-
gational UCC, Pleasant Hill, 
Section A 8:30 a.m., Section 
B 8:45 a.m. Section A: Jackie 
Kortright, Chair; Susan Hamil-
ton, Scheduling <revsusan2@
juno.com>, Section B: Melinda 
McLain <revmelinda@earthlink.
net> and Kevin Manz, Chairs. 
<kevinkmm1@netzero.net>, 
Cherie Marckx, Scheduling
<cmarckx@comcast.net>.

Sept. 16
Forums for the Future, Forum 2:  

Youth & Young Adult Ministry—
addressing the realities and 
calling forth the gifts of young 
people.  Congregational Church 
of San Mateo, co-hosted by 
Kalavaria CCCSA UCC. 10 
a.m.– 4 p.m. Barbara Broad-
bent, 510-247-8996 <bbroad-
bent@ncncucc.org>.

Sept. 23
NCNC Board of Directors, location 

TBD, 10 a.m., Roy Mosley, 510-
777-9736.

Sept. 23
Overview Board for Justice & Wit-

ness Ministries meeting, 10 
a.m. – Noon, Arlington Commu-
nity Church, Kensington, Allan 
Essex, Chair, 510-559-9793, 
<abge@comcast.net>.

Rev. Jerry De Jong exhorts the crowd during Annual Meet-

ing.    Photo Renie Stamm-Kirk


