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ASSOCIATIONS

AND ASSOCIATE CONFERENCE MINISTERS
Burgess, and all the members of the Golden 
Gate Association board of directors for its faithful 
and good work.  The board was able to plan 
for two association meetings as well as several 
ecclesiastical councils.  They did the careful 
work of revising our outdated by-laws.  Besides 
this board, I was able to work with Rev. Melinda 
McLain, Rev. Jeffrey Spencer and seminarian 
Kevin Omi in sharing the UCC congregational 
vitality program called “Ready, Set, Grow!” with 
our Conference.  We planned and held many 
workshops throughout our Conference this past 
year, and we were overjoyed with the response 
and enthusiasm we received.

Golden Gate Association
Faith Burgess

Moderator

The Golden Gate Association is one of the six 
associations in our Northern 
California Nevada Conference, 
UCC.   We are a community 
of 36 UCC churches along the 
Pacific Coast from Oregon to 
Santa Clara, including San 
Francisco, and the Peninsula.   

Our greatest achievement 
this year was the approval 
of our revised by-laws, 
something that was much 
needed, long overdue and 
finally done!  Many thanks to 

all who worked so diligently on it, and gave in-put. 
It truly was a “grass roots” effort!  But our special 
“thank you” to Rev. Kyle Lovett, who started this 
project; David Betts who did all of the work;  Roy 
Mosley who helped with “wordsmithing” and 
“legalese,” and John Lowell who made sure that 
the GGA members were involved in the whole 
process by communication through e-mail and 
snail mail!

     This year, we joyfully and thankfully 
worshiped at the ordinations of Rev. Linda Hunt 
Anton from San Rafael UCC and Rev. Faune 
Towery, also from San Rafael, as ministers in 
full standing in our UCC!  We also celebrated 
the installations of Rev. Faune Towery in a 
four-way covenant with San Rafael UCC and 
Hospice Chaplaincy; Rev. Penny Nixon as senior 
pastor of Congregational UCC, San Mateo; and 
honored Rev. Jim Scherfee as pastor emeritus 
of Santa Rosa UCC. We welcomed, celebrated 
and honored Rev. Bill Johnson at San Carlos 
Community UCC on his 35th anniversary of 
ordination, and Rev. Kristi Denham for her 10th 
anniversary of ordination!  We welcomed our 
new Associate Conference Minister-serving GGA 
North, Carol Manahan.  

We met in fellowship, worship, study and 
new experiences at the GGA reception at 
Asilomar, three Ecclesiastical Councils for a total 
of seven persons in-care, and at our wonderful 
Fall Gathering hosted by Santa Rosa UCC and 
First Samoan Congregational Christian UCC in 
Santa Rosa. We learned about the Tents of Hope 
project and celebrated together in worship, song, 
delicious food and fellowship! 

Our Spring Gathering in April was at 
Pescadero UCC, where we also sang, learned 

about the ministry of Puente de la Costa de la 
Sur, ate wonderful Mexican food, and celebrated 
friendships!  

We provided scholarship monies to our GGA 
persons in-care towards their required vocational 
assessment evaluation, scholarship monies to 
our GGA delegate to General Synod, and six 
other GGA members who also went to Hartford, 
Conn., for the grand 50th birthday celebration 
of our UCC, and the many business issues and 
concerns to consider as Christians.  Their reports 
were distributed at our Fall Gathering.  

Your GGA also contributed funds for projects 
such as Tim Nonn’s Comma Train, the Tents 
of Hope (Darfur), Puente de la Costa de la Sur 
in Pescadero, and to five of our local churches 
as “seed money”: Island United UCC Foster 
City, Congregational Church of Belmont UCC, 
Congregational Church of San Mateo, First 
Filipino-American UCC in San Bruno, and First 
Congregational UCC in San Francisco at our 
Spring Gathering 2007. Their reports were also 
distributed at the Fall Gathering.  

Our Golden Gate Association board of 
directors meets monthly to take care of business 
in between our general meetings.  Our board 
members represent the diversity of our churches 
and the different geographic areas.  We invite all 
of you to join us at the reception here at Asilomar 
and speak with us, your elected representatives!  
We also invite you to join us in all our activities 
and encourage you to volunteer to help us on our 
board of directors and/ or sub-committees.  “For 
what does the Lord require of you?  But to do 
justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God!” Micah 6:8

Sacramento Valley Association
John Norris

Associate Conference Minister

As someone with few hairs on his head, I find 
wearing two big hats an intriguing balancing act.

I am the new ACM in the Sacramento Valley 
Association as well as the new pastor of Loomis 
Basin Congregational UCC.  My goal is to make 
this a win/win for everyone.  
In over 30 years of ministry 
I have learned a few things 
that can help both clergy 
and churches deal with 
understanding how to handle 
various situations that have 
aspects of crisis, opportunity, 
disaster, insight, division and 
unity all at the same time!  
Being a local pastor I am 
going to shamelessly borrow 
all the good ideas and vision 
I can find. As an ACM I am going to share not only 
process but also ideas and vision for all those in 
the Sacramento Valley Association who ask.

I have already started to work with both 
clergy and churches in the association, while also 
continuing to make Loomis Basin Congregational 
UCC a growing, progressive, open and affirming 
model of what is possible for a UCC church in the 
21st Century.  In both these endeavors I welcome 
ideas, prayers and as much luck as comes my 
way.

     Keep the faith!

Sacramento Valley Association
Paul Clay
Moderator

“Come away and rest a while” was the 
theme of our Fall Gathering in Cedarville and 
Alturas, with a focus on Sabbath and rest from 
the perspectives of several religious traditions.  
Thank you, Ben Zandstra and the people of 
the churches for outstanding hospitality, and to 
Ben’s friends for excellent presentations.  

“New Life, New Churches” will be the focus 
our Spring Gathering at Parkside UCC.  The 
morning will incorporate the fourth session of 
Ready, Set, Grow! Thanks go to Rodney Yee, 
Jeff Spencer, and to rest of the RSG Team for 
the series of workshops, and for partnering 
with us to share the date and place for our own 
meeting. The afternoon will see a celebration 
of the new churches within the geographic area 
of our association that are forming and seeking 
membership with the United Church of Christ.  
Light of the Soul, in Reno, is recommended 
for in-care status; Imani, in Sacramento, is 
also eager to move forward.  Several other 
fellowships are either beginning to form or 
continuing as in-care.  A special salute is due to 
Janis Boster and friends, who made a serious 
attempt at starting Spirit of Peace, a new 
church in Yreka.

     This has been a year of transitions 
in leadership for the Sacramento Valley 
Association. Rev. Ned Luther retired as 
Associate Conference Minister, and Rev. Dr. 
Ann Muir served wisely and well as our acting 
Associate Conference Minister.  And now 
we welcome Rev. John Norris as Associate 
Conference Minister and as pastor at Loomis 
Basin. 

     Looking ahead, we see several 
opportunities.  We have room on our executive 
council for a few more strong partners.   We 
would also benefit from forming a team to 
provide encouragement and guidance for 
our new churches. We have talked about 
organizing a clergy retreat.   We need to 
remember all of our churches, north and 
south.  We may want to be aware of recent 
cultural shifts which could be helpful to our 
congregations.  There may be ways that we 
can work together to keep making progress on 
the strengths and resources identified in and 
through Ready, Set, Grow!  

Special thanks to our executive council for 
quality leadership and for assisting me through 
my first year both as a member of the council 
and as moderator:  Susan Hamilton, secretary 
and past-moderator; Lorraine Greene, 
treasurer; Ginny Curringa, southern dean; and 
Ben Zandstra, northern dean.  Thank you to all 
who recognize that if we are to walk the talk, it 
is important that we walk together.  

As Paul wrote in the epistle lesson for May 
18, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the 
love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.”   And so they are. Grace, love, 
and fellowship are at work among us.  Are we 
willing to make ourselves available so that the 
power of God can do great things among us?   

God is Still Speaking . . .

Faith Burgess

John Norris
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